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GROW IN GRACE A Joyful'toon by mike Waters
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But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior

Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen.
— 2 Peter 3:18 niv

Joyce Lin 2694 9928
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Greeting & Welcome Dale Hanson

Opening Praise One way James Low
Beautiful one
Beauty of the Lord
Lord | give you my heart

Confession

Assurance of Forgiveness
May Almighty God,
who has promised forgiveness to all who turn to i faith,
pardon us and set us free from all our sins,
strengthen us to do his will,
and keep us in eternal life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Song Amazed

Greeting of Peace

Reading Luke 19:1-10 Janet Hauser
Declaration of Faith | Believe The Apostles’ Creed
Collection of Tithes and Offerings | surrender

(Communion assistants come forward: Lourdes bi, wpBrent H, Paul F & Vanaja)J
Offertory Prayer
Thanksgiving Prayer

Disciples’ Prayer ”
Holy Communion Before the throne of God above ﬁ
Amazing Grace fﬁ %
>

Post Communion Prayer
Blessing
Announcements
Intercessions Wendy Blackmur

Sermon Surprised by Grace Dale Hanson
Thanksgiving

Dismissal Leader: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People: In the name of Christ. Amen.

Reprise
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For the last few weeks we have included detaith@fcost of the proposed ministry centre.
This will give us a “home” as a church to providstang base for mission and ministry.
We have asked everyone first of all to pray and tleeconsider giving to make this possible

In order to move forward we are looking for an gation of the commitment we can make
under God. As such we are inviting everyone to id@msunder God’s guidance, what
financial commitment we can promise. While thismisio way a “binding” commitment the
responses will encourage us and help to guidenhédteps as we move toward a purchase

As we shared in previous weeks, we need to increaisegular givingver and aboveur
present level by 12 to 15% and also raise a smrifisum for an initial deposit on a propert
We have HK$500,000 towards the deposit but willlheemething of the order of another
HK$2 million for the deposit.

The Pastor and Church Committee invites everyone tprayerfully consider their
response and we would ask you to complete this respse slip and place it in the
offering bag on Sunday 2% January.

1 Under God’s guidance | propose to give each mbiktt over and
above my existing regular giving to Shatin Anglicanurch in the year 2010

2 Also, after prayerful consideration, | expectrtake an additional gift towards the
ministry centre deposit at some point in the firshonths of 2010 of
HK$

and in the second six months of the year of HK$

in “Planned Giving” (where you receive a number for

anonymity and can give by bank transfer or monthly
envelope). Those who register for planned giving receive tax
receipts at the end of the financial year. If you wish to give to the
Lord through the Church Planned Giving Scheme, the forms are on
the Welcome Table downstairs. For more information please email
the Church Treasurer, Kenneth Au on kenaushing@yahoo.com or
call 9257 1675. Cheques should be written to "Shatin Anglican
Church”. Planned Giving is tax deductible. Thank you!

g f you are attending Shatin Church, we encourage you to join
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Over these next few weeks as we move through IndoatbGaster we are looking at the theme of ot
discipleship, our commitment to follow Jesus asd_.@ne aspect is our stewardship, particularly
of money and time. Both these areas are criticaleakok towards developing a ministry centre:
moneythat we need to purchase the centre and sustamngoing mission and ministry;

time that we need people to give along with their epawe grow in mission and ministry.

| have taken most of this article below from a redmulletin at St. Andrew’s Church. It has many
helpful and thought provoking things to say aspdave learn more of “this Grace of Giving” as
the Apostle Paul describes it.

The matter of Christian giving is an important subject that gets far too little emphasis from
pastors and churches alike. An article | read cited a number of important facts from the
U.S. about giving that don’'t make sense:

* Less than 4% of seminaries and only 1-2% of Christian colleges and universities teach
biblical financial principles at all

» Generally, pastors are reluctant to use the word "money"

» Many pastors feel that money is not a core spiritual value

* Eighty-five percent of pastors are untrained in the theology of stewardship and have no
books in their libraries on Christian stewardship, money or giving

» While church budgets typically are planned with the assumption that congregants will
give only 2-3% of their income, most pastors do not cite this as an indication of
lukewarm faith

* When asked how they measure the spiritual commitment of their congregants, only one
out of 10 pastors mentioned financial giving as an indicator of spiritual maturity and
commitment

» Donating over Tithing: Overall, only 3-5% of those who donate money to a church, tithe
(give 10% of) their incomes

* Tithing: 9% of American "born-again" adults tithed in 2004

» Sunday Offerings: The average amount of money given by a full or confirmed member of
a U.S. Christian church in 2004 was US$691.93. This comes to an average of US$13.31
per week.

When | say this doesn’'t make sense, | mean this:

» Jesus talked about money more than he did Heaven

and Hell combined.

» Jesus talked about money more than anything else

except the Kingdom of God.

» 11 of 39 parables talk about money.

Of course, Jesus wasn’t concerned about money in itself, but the impact and place of
money in our lives. It is a huge motivator to sin, and a great tool for doing good.

But money and wealth are such sensitive issues for us all, that it hardly gets mentioned in
the way it should. Like any other aspect of our lives we should talk more about how we
handle wealth and possessions, use them, and avoid the dangers associated with them.

Shatin Anglican Church is a church that has a gttoack record of giving,

and is generous to many causes and appeals. WéSfiwef our general giving to mission causes
outside of ourselves. But it is probably true tp et the age old 80/20 principle holds here, whe
80% of the giving is given by 20% of those who radtehurch.
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Please pray for the people and organisations we support with Our Giving:
1) Generation Ministries (Asian Children)
2) Clarissa Gafoor (Crossroads)
3) Christian Action (Domestic Helpers Program)
4) Christian Action (Chung King Mansions Service Catre)
5) Youth With A Mission (Sports Services Internatioal)
6) Karl & Amy Udy (Campus Crusade for Christ)
7) Shatin International Giving Fund
8) African Enterprise
9) Lifeway Bible Church Inc
10) Dancalan Christian Fellowship
11) Carlos Choi (with St. Stephen’s Society in Celju
12) Christian Solidarity Worldwide
13) Carol Schrecker (Romanian Gypsies)
14) Misha Del Favero (Dancalan, Philippines)
15) Entheos — Craig Gibbon
We give awayl5% of all offerings to ministries outside of Shatihu@ch.

% % & '$
[Luke 19:1] Jesus entered Jericho and was padsinggh.
[Luke 19:2] A man was there by the name of Zacchake was a chief tax collector and was
wealthy.
[Luke 19:3] He wanted to see who Jesus was, bugteshort man he could not, because of the
crowd.
[Luke 19:4] So he ran ahead and climbed a sycarngptece to see him, since Jesus was coming
that way.
[Luke 19:5] When Jesus reached the spot, he loagezhd said to him, "Zacchaeus, come down
immediately. | must stay at your house today."
[Luke 19:6] So he came down at once and welcomedgtadly.
[Luke 19:7] All the people saw this and began tdtemn"He has gone to be the guest of a "sinnel
[Luke 19:8] But Zacchaeus stood up and said td_trd, "Look, Lord! Here and now | give half of
my possessions to the poor, and if | have cheatgloaly out of anything, | will pay back four
times the amount."
[Luke 19:9] Jesus said to him, "Today salvation ¢t@se to this house, because this man, too, is
son of Abraham.
[Luke 19:10] For the Son of Man came to seek arshie what was lost."

The significant thing is what Jesus did do!

The first visible sign of salvation is

Grace is completely and powerfully but it often

people looking at it "from the owsid
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We pray for the continuing aftermath of the eartduin Haiti.

Pray that aid may get through to those who nept#t despite transport and infrastructure chao:s
Pray that reported incidents of looting a violemck not spread. Pray for the recovery and
reconstruction of the nation.

We pray for our sisters and brothers in Malaystanig threats of further attacks after churches
have been firebombed and vandalized after the coling last month which rejected as
unconstitutional a ban on the use of the word Ablglanyone other than Muslims.

We thank God for the spiritual freedom and sodiabsity we enjoy in
Hong Kong — may we never take it for granted. Waygor the
appropriate development of genuine democracy ingHtong. We pray
too for those who feel marginalized and their veimmored by the
legislative system and pray for the aftermath efctashes between
police and anti-rail protestors outside the Legeibding last week.

“l urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayeramtercession and thanksgiving be made for
everyone-- for kings and all those in authority,ahwe may live peaceful and quiet lives in all
godliness and holiness. This is good, and pleasesl Gur Savior, who wants all to be saved and
to come to a knowledge of the truth[1 Timothy 2 v1-4]
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