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Phone:  (852) 2694 9928 Fax:   (852) 2695 0580  
Office address:  Flat R, 5/F, Kam Shan Bldg., 7, Tai Wai Road, Tai Wai   
Correspondence address: P. O. Box 1627, Shatin Central Post Office, Shatin, N. T. 
Email address: stchurch@shatinchurch.org.hk 
Internet home page:  http://www.shatinchurch.org.hk 
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Church Secretary Joyce Lin 2694 9928 

 

Priests & 
Ministers: 
All the 
people of 
God����
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NOTE: Please do not bring any food, snacks, or drinks (except water) into the 
Church Hall or any classroom or onto the school sport playground.  
According to the school rules, Food & Drinks are only allowed in the 
Covered Area downstairs. 

� �� �����	
����
�
 �
��������������� �

 

Greeting & Welcome    Susie Young 
 

Opening Praise  Let everything that has breath Paul Fox 
 Lord I lift Your name on high 
 He brought me to his banqueting table 
 From heaven you came 
   

Confession  
 

Assurance of Forgiveness      
 May Almighty God, 
 who has promised forgiveness to all who turn to him in faith, 
 pardon us and set us free from all our sins, 
 strengthen us to do his will, 
 and keep us in eternal life; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Song More love more power 
 
Declaration of Faith   The Apostles Creed 
 

Greeting of Peace 
 

Collection of Tithes and Offerings    In Christ alone  
 

Silent Offertory Prayer 
 

Reading Luke 14:25-34 Mike Moulders 
 

Announcements      
   

Intercessions   Vanaja Jesudian 
 

Sermon  “Counting the cost” – of being a follower of Jesus Dale Hanson 
 

Thanksgiving Song  You are faithful 
  

Blessing 
 

Dismissal Leader: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 People: In the name of Christ.  Amen. 
  

Reprise   
 
 �
 
 

�
�
�
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We invited people to give a promise of increased weekly giving to support the mission and ministry 
of Shatin Anglican Church and/or to make a “one off” gift towards the purchase deposit for a 
ministry centre. 
 
The response so far is: 
 
18 responses in total. 
 
Increase in giving is just under HK$18,000 per month 
 
Pledged gifts in first 6 months – HK$ 220,000 to 320,000  
 
Pledged gifts in second 6 months – HK$ 85,000 to 135,000 
 
We thank God for this commitment.  However, while these 18 responses clearly represent more 
than 18 individuals this does reflect a relatively small proportion of our church attendance and 
membership. 
We invite everyone who has not yet made any pledge of commitment to do so after prayerful 
consideration. Your response is significant – the amounts of money may be large or small but the 
Pastor and Church committee need to know if there is a wider degree of support than we have seen 
thus far. When we responsibly “count the cost” (compare the passage in Luke 14) we need to see 
more support than we have received so far in order to proceed with this project. Please continue to 
pray for this area of our church’s life. 
 
Pastor Dale on behalf of the Church Committee. 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
 
1 Under God’s guidance I propose to give each month HK$ ______________ over and above my 
existing regular giving to Shatin Anglican Church in the year 2010 
 
 
2 Also, after prayerful consideration, I expect to make an additional gift towards the ministry centre 
deposit at some point in the first 6 months of 2010 of HK$_____________ 
 
 
and in the second six months of the year of HK$___________ 
 
 

 
NO PARKING �
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Over these next few weeks as we move through Lent into Easter we are looking at the theme of our 
discipleship, our commitment to follow Jesus as Lord. One aspect is our stewardship, particularly 
of money and time. Both these areas are critical as we look towards developing a ministry centre:  
money that we need to purchase the centre and sustain our ongoing mission and ministry; 
time that we need people to give along with their energy so we grow in mission and ministry. 
 
I have taken most of this article below from a recent bulletin at St. Andrew’s Church. It has many 
helpful and thought provoking things to say as I hope we learn more of “this Grace of Giving” as 
the Apostle Paul describes it. 
 
The matter of Christian giving is an important subject that gets far too little emphasis from 
pastors and churches alike. An article I read cited a number of important facts from the 
U.S. about giving that don’t make sense: 
• Less than 4% of seminaries and only 1-2% of Christian colleges and universities teach 
biblical financial principles at all 
• Generally, pastors are reluctant to use the word "money" 
• Many pastors feel that money is not a core spiritual value 
• Eighty-five percent of pastors are untrained in the theology of stewardship and have no 
books in their libraries on Christian stewardship, money or giving 
• While church budgets typically are planned with the assumption that congregants will 
give only 2-3% of their income, most pastors do not cite this as an indication of 
lukewarm faith 
• When asked how they measure the spiritual commitment of their congregants, only one 
out of 10 pastors mentioned financial giving as an indicator of spiritual maturity and 
commitment 
• Donating over Tithing: Overall, only 3-5% of those who donate money to a church, tithe 
(give 10% of) their incomes 
• Tithing: 9% of American "born-again" adults tithed in 2004 
• Sunday Offerings: The average amount of money given by a full or confirmed member of 
a U.S. Christian church in 2004 was US$691.93. This comes to an average of US$13.31 
per week. 
 
When I say this doesn’t make sense, I mean this: 
• Jesus talked about money more than he did Heaven 
and Hell combined. 
• Jesus talked about money more than anything else 
except the Kingdom of God. 
• 11 of 39 parables talk about money. 
Of course, Jesus wasn’t concerned about money in itself, but the impact and place of 
money in our lives. It is a huge motivator to sin, and a great tool for doing good. 
But money and wealth are such sensitive issues for us all, that it hardly gets mentioned in 
the way it should. Like any other aspect of our lives we should talk more about how we 
handle wealth and possessions, use them, and avoid the dangers associated with them. 
 
Shatin Anglican Church is a church that has a strong track record of giving, 
and is generous to many causes and appeals. We give 15% of our general giving to mission causes 
outside of ourselves. But it is probably true to say that the age old 80/20 principle holds here, where 
80% of the giving is given by 20% of those who attend church. 
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f you are attending Shatin Church, we encourage you to join 
in “Planned Giving” (where you receive a number for 
anonymity and can give by bank transfer or monthly 

envelope).  Those who register for planned giving receive tax 
receipts at the end of the financial year.  If you wish to give to the 
Lord through the Church Planned Giving Scheme, the forms are on 
the Welcome Table downstairs.  For more information please email 
the Church Treasurer, Kenneth Au on kenaushing@yahoo.com or 
call 9257 1675.  Cheques should be written to "Shatin Anglican 
Church”.  Planned Giving is tax deductible.  Thank you! 

� �
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���$ $$$����Please pray for the people and organisations we support with Our Giving: �

1) Generation Ministries (Asian Children) 
2) Clarissa Gafoor (Crossroads)  
3) Christian Action (Domestic Helpers Program)  
4) Christian Action (Chung King Mansions Service Centre)  
5) Youth With A Mission (Sports Services International)  
6) Karl & Amy Udy (Campus Crusade for Christ)  
7) Shatin International Giving Fund 
8) African Enterprise 
9) Lifeway Bible Church Inc 
10) Dancalan Christian Fellowship 
11) Carlos Choi (with St. Stephen’s Society in Cebu)  
12) Christian Solidarity Worldwide    
13) Carol Schrecker (Romanian Gypsies)  
14) Misha Del Favero (Dancalan, Philippines)  
15) Entheos – Craig Gibbon 
We give away 15% of all offerings to ministries outside of Shatin Church. 
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[Luke 14:25] Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: 
[Luke 14:26] "If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, 
his brothers and sisters--yes, even his own life--he cannot be my disciple.  
[Luke 14:27] And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.  
[Luke 14:28] "Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Will he not first sit down and estimate 
the cost to see if he has enough money to complete it?  
[Luke 14:29] For if he lays the foundation and is not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will 
ridicule him, 
[Luke 14:30] saying, `This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.' 
[Luke 14:31] "Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Will he not first sit 
down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming against him 
with twenty thousand?  
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[Luke 14:32] If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the other is still a long way off and 
will ask for terms of peace. 
[Luke 14:33] In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my 
disciple.  
[Luke 14:34] "Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again?  
[Luke 14:35] It is fit neither for the soil nor for the manure pile; it is thrown out. "He who has ears 
to hear, let him hear."  
 
The marks of the genuine disciple: 
 
1 Love Jesus ____________ 
 
2 _________ our cross 
 
3 _________ Jesus 
 
4 Count the __________ 
 
5 Be _______ we ________ 
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Pray that God will stir our hearts to be people of prayer. 
Continue to bring before God our needs for a new Pastor to succeed Pastor Dale 
and pray for wisdom for all those making decisions in the life of this church. 
Pray too for all our needs – especially in relation to the ministry centre proposal. 

 
“You do not have, because you do not ask God.  
[James 4:3] When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask 
with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your 
pleasures.” 
 
Pray for the government of Hong Kong, giving thanks for all the 
freedoms and stability we enjoy. Pray for the appropriate 
development process for the democratic process here and pray 
that God will work for good though the recent confusion 

surrounding resignations from the Legislative Council and the ensuing by-elections. 
 
We remember all those who suffer in body, mind or spirit that God will draw near to save and to 
help. We remember especially those caught up in the recent tragic collapse of the building in To 
Kwa Wan. Pray that out of this tragedy good will come – including the kind of legislation and 
inspection needed to avoid similar tragedies in future. 
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