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Following Christ in Such a Time as This  
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S​ince the peaceful march on June 9​th​, divided Hong Kongers have retreated further 

to their positions.  The issue has affected our travels, work, sleep and even our family life. 
Sadly, this division has come to the Church as well.  

 
I certainly sympathize 
with Christians who 
are on the streets 
calling for a more just 
and fair society.  They 
have pointed to and 
spoken against police 
brutality and unfair 
application of the 
justice system.  They 
rightly have tapped 
into the rich Christian 
tradition that 
advocates for 
righteousness and 
justice.  “Let justice roll 

on like a river, righteousness like a never-failing stream!’ (Amos 5:24) has been the vision 
that informed the prophet Amos as well as Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.  Jesus died and rose 
again to empower the Church to be a community that embodies such justice, and they 
would like to see this justice spill over to the wider society in Hong Kong.  

Some Christians in this camp have started to advocate for democracy.  It’s not an 
exaggeration to say that the basic concepts of human rights that undergird democratic 
societies have come from Christian beliefs.  Christians assert that all human beings have 
dignity, because we are all made in the image of God.  This idea has given birth to freedom 
of speech, press, assembly and religion.  Many see these basic rights under threat and 
believe that Christians should be advocates for them.  
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Others Christians have taken a different approach to these events.  It’s not that they don’t 
care about God’s justice, of course, but they do not see democracy as the answer to the 
problem.  The Bible is clear that as long as human beings are sinful, there is no system of 
government that will actualize God’s vision of justice.  We need only look at the widening 
wealth gap in the West or great injustice written into the political systems.  

They also point out that the New Testament doesn’t have examples of people fighting to 
establish a more just government.  Rather, most of the New Testament, written during 
times of intense persecution, commands Christians to bless those who persecute and insult 
them (Matt 5:44, Rom 12:14), to submit to the authorities (Rom 13:-5), to pray for them so 
that Christians can live ‘peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness’ (1 Tim 2:2), and 
to “show proper respect to everyone, love the family of believers, fear God, honor the 
emperor” (1 Peter 2:17).  

Basic human rights are a concern, but these Christians fear that siding with protesters who 
often resort to violence might make Christianity seem unnecessarily anti-authoritarian. 
They worry that the precious freedom to worship God might even be taken away from 
Hong Kong.  

No matter which side you lean towards, I hope you see that there are good theological and 
biblical reasons for taking either side.  Both can legitimately claim to stand on solid biblical 
grounds.  

What must we do, then, as Christians?  

Thankfully the New Testament has plenty to say about what kind of people we must be in 
times of social turmoil.  

7Å ÍÕÓÔ ÒÅÆÉÎÅ ÏÕÒ ÇÏÓÐÅÌ ÐÒÉÏÒÉÔÙƈ ×ÏÒË ÈÁÒÄ ÁÔ ÇÏÓÐÅÌ ÕÎÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÓÅÅË ÔÏ ÇÒÏ× ÁÓ ÇÏÓÐÅÌ 
ÐÅÏÐÌÅƋ  

Modern Christians find it puzzling that early Christians weren’t more socially active.  Why 
didn’t Paul advocate for emancipation of slaves?  Why didn’t the apostles organize marches 
against the Roman Empire’s persecution of Christians?  

These questions are complicated, but the main reason is clear – for the sake of the gospel. 
For Christians to have been so disruptive would have made them ‘bad citizens’, making it 
more difficult to point people to the gospel.  So they submitted, suffered and prayed for 
those who persecuted them, in order that even while they accused Christians of doing 
wrong, they could see their goodness (1 Peter 2:12).  

As Christ’s people, we must put Christ and ​ÈÉÓ ​cause before all else.  Ask, what is best for 
our witness to the world: participating in protests, minimizing disruptions or something 
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else?  Can some forms of protest point to the goodness of the gospel?  How can we talk 
about the police, protesters or our Chief Executive that puts the gospel in a positive light?  

These are difficult questions, but the good news that has been entrusted to us is so 
valuable that we must prioritize it over all else.  Christians are gospel-first people who live 
to point people to it.  

Secondly, we also need to guard our gospel unity.  The good news of Jesus is not simply 
that ​ÍÙ​ sins are forgiven that ​) ​can go to heaven.  The gospel has created a new community 
of people who call Jesus as their Lord from all backgrounds, ethnicities and political stripes. 
Matthew the ex-tax collector and Simon the Zealot (Luke 6:15) certainly had differing 
political outlooks towards the Roman Empire.  Gentiles and Jews didn’t interact with each 
other.  But under Christ, Christians became one, “no longer foreigners and strangers, but 
fellow citizens with God’s people and also members of his household, built on the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief 
cornerstone” (Eph 2:19-20). 

Many believe that ‘politics’ is something that happens in LegCo building or on the streets. 
But God’s Kingdom is a real, and the Church is a political entity that shows that God’s 
kingdom has already come.  ​When brothers and sisters from different sides of the current 
turmoil come together to talk, worship and love each other, that ​ÉÓ​ a political act.  Our 
love across the political spectrum will bear witness to this divided city that the Lordship 
of Jesus Christ is real (John 13:35). ​ We must not let current issues divide the Church.  

In order to maintain such unity, we must grow at this time as gospel people.  Let’s put off 
the old self and put on the new (Eph 4:22-24).  Church, we need to become more Christ-like. 
We need to be grounded in our identity in Christ above all else and seek to become like 
him.  We need to be gracious to each other in the church and to all those we meet.  We 
need to turn the other cheek, love our neighbors, and make sure we act out of love, not 
fear or anger.  Let’s heed our Lord’s call to be peacemakers in this city that longs for God’s 
ÓÈÁÌÏÍƋ  

I don’t know how this political crisis will 
end.  But I know that our sovereign God 
doesn’t waste a good crisis.  It’s a difficult 
and painful time in Hong Kong, but even 
now, we can rejoice for “these have come 
so that the proven genuineness of faith – 
of greater worth than gold, which 
perishes even though refined by fire – may 
result in praise, glory and honor when 
Jesus Christ is revealed” (1 Peter 1:7). 
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Get to Know our Mission Partners 
Christian Action - Migrant Workers Program 
 

C​hristian Action's migrant workers 

programme was established in 
1993 to support migrant workers 
who are vulnerable to abuse.  We 
provide a platform for migrant 
workers to access justice and 
advice when they encounter 
problems during their 
employment. 
 
Sadly, since last year 2018, the current situation of migrant workers that come to seek our 
assistance have not seen many positive changes.  We still have migrant workers seeking 
assistance for: 

1. Physical assault case (hit by employer and/or employer's other family members). 
2. Illegal and irresponsible agency acts, which include excessive agency fees (e.g. 

workers from Kenya need to pay $24,000 for the agent to process the employment 
visa and this does not include training).  Agents continue to send workers from Sri 
Lanka without providing them any proper training, and we find agents keeping the 
worker documents. 

3. Not being provided proper and reasonable sleeping accommodations and/or not 
being provided adequate or reasonable food. 

4. Complex cases where one worker requires assistance from three departments at the 
same time.  

 
Yet there have been some successful 
cases this year.  Some clients have 
started their new employment after 
settling their cases or while the case is 
still ongoing.  Some went back to their 
country of origin and started new lives in 
there with the assistance from 
reintegration fund from International 
Organization Migration.  
 
The challenges we are facing this year 
include a shortage of staff to handle the clients as we only have two full time staff, and 
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